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When Jim Sullivan's youngest
son, Seamus, was cut down by
Lovalist murderers in Belfast
some weeks ago, a neighbour,
known as ““Holy Joe'’, called to
his home. The neighbour made a
remark. “Ten Prods should be
shot for the killing of your son,”’
he said. Sullivan, who is in a
wheelchair, began to brandish a
walking stick. *‘Get the hell out of
my home,” he said, “‘and never
come back.”

The incident marked Sullivan’s
specialness —  his instinctive
hatred of sectarianism, even in his
terrible grief, and the strength of
his socialist heart.

The man, once called “*Lord
Nelson’, is known, simply, to his
friends on both sides of the
Morth's divided community, as
Hsuh}!l.

He was born in the packed
slums of the Lower Falls in 1932,
where he developed the powerful
commitment to the underdog —
all underdogs — that formed the
socialism that guides him to this
day.

““My socialist convictions
haven't changed. My socialism
doesn't come from books, it
comes from the poverty I was
brought up in. When you see the
everyday desperation of people,
you know you have to change
society.”’

He doesn’t mind being labelled.
“If you show genuine concern for
people and how they live, and if
someone wants to call me a
Marxist or a Communist for that,
all 1 can say is that I am proud to
be called a Marxist or a Commun-
15t — or whatever label they want
1o put on me."’

Sullivan's life displayed
development and change, and he
never lacked the courage to
cthange. He was active in the
Republican Movement in  the
19505, and was jailed twice ard
interned twice. On his rele .¢

The following graveside iribute
was paid by Cathal Goulding 1o
Kathieen Whelan, a socialist
Iciivist  for 40 yuears, and a
‘upporter of the Workers™ Party:

Is trua go mér an curam atd orainn
inniv agus is deachair go mér orm féin
na fochail ceart a fhail cun ar n-abhéil
a radh agus onor ceart a thabhairt don
reablodeach soisialach so ata ga
h-adhlachadg againn fé lathair na
h-uaire seo.

Bean ann fein a bhi Kathleen
Somerville. Duine macanta dilis calma
a caith a saoghal go léir ag obair agus
ag troid ar son leasa an aicme oibre.

Rugadh agus togadh i sa mbaile seo
agus caith si an cuid is mé da saoghal
ann agus i rith an saoghal sin is ar
gigin go raibh smacine eile in a
h-inntin seachas poilitiocht an aicme
clé agus leasa a clann féin,

Duine lach cardiil gan clamhsan
‘cuma ca mbeadh si agus bhi meas
Or ag cach uirthi da bharr. [ bhfocair
laoch go raibh si

Today we are gathered here to pay
our last tribute of respect and say slan
to an old and respected comrade, a
true, determined and sieadfas
socialist - revolutionary whose sole
ambitions were her fami'yv's care and
the advancement of the Socialist cause

from jail in the 1960s, he met

Strength

Cathal Goulding, Mick Ryan and
Sean Garland — the three men, he
says, who most influenced his life.
It was they, he says, who involved
him in political activity and
agitation for progressive change.
One of those agitations was the
formation of the Northern Ireland
Civil Rightrs Association one
winter's night in the Old Inter-
national Hotel in Belfast. Sullivan
joined many of the NICRA
marches, demanding one-man
one-vote, the disarming of the
RUC, the disbandment of the
B-Specials, Proportional Rep-
resentation and a Bill of Rights.

After the outbreak of violence
on the streets of Belfast in 1969,
he formed the Central Citizen's
Defence Committee and met the
then Home Secretary, Jim
Callaghan. Always ready to seize
any opportunity to advance his

political agenda, he presented
Callaghan with NICRA's
demands. B

“Many young people today
don’t realise that there were gains
made at this time. The RUC was
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— the emancipation of the Irish
working-class,

Kathleen Whelan, neé Somerville,
came from a sound radical republican
family in this town, and she was only

out of
suffering

disarmed, the B-Specials dissolved
and Proportional Representation
was introduced. The next move
was to get equality of opportunity
and a Bill of Rights,"

But Sullivan’s hopes of political
movement were dashed when the
Provisionals took to the streetls
and gquickly undid everything the
NICRA had achieved. ‘‘The
Provos brought about the form-
ation of the UDR, the cops got
better arms — every gain made in
the Civil Rights campaign was
destroyed except for PR.”

When he stood in the 1973 local
government election for Repub-
lican Clubs (a forerunner of the
Workers’ Party) he polled 2,000

votes. He was supported not only
by Catholics, but by Protestants
from the **Village'' area and from
Donegall Pass. His election was a
watershed in Belfast local politics.

He was re-elected in 1977 and
was said by Unionists to have
brought working-class politics to
the council. One Unionist coun-
cillor, Dorothy Dunlop, said at
the time: ‘‘Republican Clubs are

too well aware of the importance of
the tradition of resistance that ran
through every generation in this
country over the centuries. She was
proud of that tradition and the part
her family played in the Larkin/
Connolly baitles to establish the trade
unions, and all the different phases of
the struggle in this century right up to
the establishing of the Workers'
Party, which she supporied: the esiab-
lishing of a true working-class party to
defend the rights of the working-class
in Ireland and to advance towards the
formation of a Workers' Republic.

Even from her youngest vears she
was aware and part of the struggle
against oppression and exploitation —
the same struggle that engaged the
minds  of her forebears, ordinary
people who are the unsung heroes of
our revolution. The oppressive nature
of the regimes through which she lived
never varied for the working-class.
She was in the same tradiiion as the
Dublin Fenians and the Tnvincibles
and she also saw that the class base of
their - strugple was in the same
revolutionary tradition of Connolly
and Larkin.

She also saw in this state the truth of
Connolly’s words about changing the
colour of the pillar boxes and leaving
the economic base of society intact. [t
was natural, therefore, that in her
early life she became involved in

JIM SULLIVAN’s son was murdered at random in Belfast by Loyalists. He
responded as a socialist and an enemy of division — as a member and a leader of
the Workers’ Party. TOMORROW’S PEOPLE profiles a hero.

all right, but their politics are too
Sﬂ'fi.ﬂus.”

This is a far cry from the sec-
tarian carnival that commonly
passes for politics on the council
today. ““We didn't meet with
hostility, There was none of this
oul' carry-on that you see today.
We pushed forward constructive
issues and we were accepted as the
working-class representatives by
the other parties."

A former DUP deputy Lord
Mayor, Bob Newman, once intro-
duced him to a social gathering in
the City Hall thus: **This is Jim
Sullivan. If you're ever stuck and
just don’t know what to do, he's
the man to see."” Sullivan and his
small team of WP councillors
made such progress in working to
break the council's
deadlock that Sullivan was elected
as the first non-Unionist 1o head a
committee in the council's history,

At the height of the 1981
hunger-strikes, when sectarianism
and emotional blackmail were
rampant in Belfast, the people’s
politician, lim Sullivan, lost his
seat, But this has not set him
back. He has been active in
politics ever since, despite suffer-
ing four heart attacks, having his
legs amputated and despite having
been declared dead twice. At 59,
he is more active than many young
members of the Workers' Party.

He believes that the future can
only be better than the present.
He says that those sectarian
politicians who have “‘cheated the
people’” are prisoners of their own
making and are ‘‘dictated to by
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gunmen'’,

He is convinced that their days
are numbered as more and more
people come to see the futility of
sectarianism, and the price it
extracts in grief and death.

It’s a price he now well knows
himself. His old enemy, bigotry,
may have cut down his youngest
son, but beliefs like Sullivan's
don’t fall 1o bullets.

A tribute to Kathleen Whelan

radical politics and whatever others
were struggling for or thought they
were struggling for when she had a
very clear idea of her fight — to get rid
of the native and foreign oppressors
and exploiters from our land, North
and South. It was a simple, clear
principle which guided her all her life
and gave her a clearer understanding
of Socialism and capitalism than all
the theoretical works and journals she
might have read. It was in 1944 that

she first saw her ideas of struggle for -

freedom and democracy being imple-
menied she joined wholeheartedly in a
campaign opposing the execution of
Ch;r]ie Kearns and from then on was
active in many campaigns, including
lhmc for better housing and tenant
rlghls and in support of the Civill
Rights campaign in the North, always:
understanding the political power of at
united working-class.

She and her husband Paddy and all
their family threw their full weight
behind the development of ideals
devoted to the unity of workers and
the struggle for democracy and
Socialism. These are the people that
are the cormerstones around which
working-class politics are built.

30 let us say slan (o our comrade, a
great revelutionary, who came from a
great revolutionary tradition and who
has more than justified her honoured
place among them.

sectarian

SIDELINES

Question: Why did Michael
Smurfit, whose personal stash is
worth £100 million, who has
homes in Beverly Hills, Los
Angeles, Monte Carlo, Florida, St
Louis and New York, and whose
Jefferson Smurfit multi-national
company is worth £1.6 billion,
bother (o take on the chairmanship
of Bord Telecom?

For the Glory of God and the
Honour of Ireland?

A wise man would say no.

But Michael is obviously a greal
patrici — he is, after all, our
Honorary Consul to Monaco.

Michael, who doesa't like
unions and who operated one of
his paper mills in the US with scabs ]
for eight months, axed almost
8,000 Telecom jobs since he took
over. And before his little flutier
on Telecom's Ballsbridge site was
exposed, he was pushing to hatchet
3,00 more Telecom jobs, *“I
believe it's better to have them on
the dole than wrongly emploved in
a company,”’ he has told an inter-
viewer.

-In fact, everything in Telecom
was cut but the hefty bills that the
consumer gels. Michael hates
““State monopaolies™, but not when
he's fatlening up a company for
the kill — and the kill in the case of
a company like Telecom is privatis-
ation.

Telecom could be worth.up to £1
billion. A man with Michael
Smurfil's asseis could make a loi
of money if, through political pull,
he got a cheap share deal (like the
one given to Chris Comerford at
Greedcore, who  patriotically
stayed on as chairman after privai-
isation),

Smufit was obviously a bit im-
patient with the Fianna Fail/PD
programme of selling off Siate
companies, for he told the
Telecom board that the Govern-
ment had asked him to go ahead

on_the matier — and the Gaoavern-

on the matter — and the Govern-
meni was forced (o deny this. He
had proceeded to commission
Charlie Haughey's pal, Dermot
Desmond  of National . City
Brokers, as consultant. You see
Dermot, whose firm has raked in
nearly £4 million from *‘consuli-
ing” the State on various projects
since Charlie took over, had such
greal experience in these matiers
from his “work"" on the Greedcore

privalisation.
* Ok *
The Dublin Region of The

Waorkers' Party is preparing a pro-
gramme for Dublin, “DUBLIN
2000, 1t will project our vision of
Dublin in the next cenlury. Sub-
missions are invited from (he
public  and from interested
organisations. What is il like 1o
live in Dublin? What sort of city
would you like to live in? Write to
Alex Klemm, c/o M Gardiner
Place, Dublin 1, or phone 786052,

BODENSTOWN

The Workers' Party Bodenstown
commemoration — in honour of the
heroic 18th-century Republican anti-
sectarian fighter for social justice,
Wolfe Tone — will be held on October
2ih. The speaker will be Tomas
MacGiolla, who will address (he
gathering at 3p.m.
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