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D i str ibute d 
N a t i o n a l l ySERVING BOTH HOME & COMMUNITY

 “It is morally unjust and unfair to tax a person’s home, and by so doing 
grind him into the ground. It reminds me of a vampire tax in that it  
drives a stake through the heart of home ownership, through enthusiasm 
and initiative, and sucks the life blood of people who want to own their 
own home and better their position. If the Government fail to appreciate 
the passion with which people will defend their right to own their home,  
it is making a serious mistake.”

ACRA totally agrees with the view expressed in the above 
quote, but it is not a quote from a spokesperson from 
ACRA, nor indeed from the Campaign Against Household 
and Water Taxes. It is a quote from the man leading the 
war against homeowners in this State; yes it was Taoiseach 
Enda Kenny speaking in the Dáil on the 2nd February 
1994. You can see the full speech here  
http://debates.oireachtas.ie/dail/1994/02/02/00007.asp

Let the Taoiseach and the Troika be fully aware that we will 
defeat this Home Tax. At the launch of the Anti Household 
Tax Campaign many people thought that the campaign 
would fail, that the government was all-powerful. But we 
did not fail – we saw the biggest mobilisation of citizens 
for many years leading to a position where over 700,000 
homeowners refused to register and pay. Such was the 

success of that campaign despite the bullyboy threats of the 
supporters of home taxes that the government conceded 
that the Local Government Management Agency was 
unable to collect a tax that people were unwilling to pay. 
They then found it necessary to hand over the collection 
to the Revenue commissioners in order to bring in the 
so-called property tax. This is better defined as a tax on 
the family home; indeed it is in reality a tax on income. A 
home is a place to live in and to rear your family; it is not 
an investment which gives an income so any taxes paid 
have to come out of your normal income.

If the government thought that the people would voluntarily 
acquiesce in this unjust tax they would not have had to 
bring in the most draconian legislation over the Christmas 
period to allow the Revenue Commissioners to put their 
hand in your pocket if you failed to comply. The very 
actions of the government stem from a position of weakness 
and not from one of strength. The imminent introduction 
of water charges has been put off, we are told, to 2015. This 
is not because they don’t want to do it now. It is because 
we are winning this battle and they are afraid of the 2014 
Local Elections. The deferral is about their concern for self-
preservation and not about the well being of citizens.

We have seen during the Household Tax campaign tens of 
thousands marching on the Fine Gael Ard Fheis to express 
their anger, and likewise we have seen the recent march 

MET 03 Transport Plan  See Pages 11–14
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ACRA POLICY  
ON ESSENTIAL 

SERVICES
ACRA is totally opposed to  

waste, water, sewerage and  
public lighting charges  
under any circumstances. 

We believe services should  
be run efficiently under  

public control and funded  
from Central Taxation.  
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on Dublin Castle where the European Austerity (Finance) Ministers were 
meeting to consider how much more pain and suffering they can foist upon the 
peoples of Ireland and Europe. It is vital that our members continue to be fully 
involved in this war against us; they must continue to organise in their areas 
and support each other. It is also vital that you demand from all of your elected 
representatives where they stand on this issue. For some it is easy to identify; 
if they are in a government party or Fianna Fáil well then they support taxing 
your home. With the other smaller parties and independents it can be difficult 
to see through the waffle they give you.

Let us be clear on where ACRA stands. Our position is the same as it was when 
we were founded in 1953, and that is that “We are opposed to ALL taxes on 
the Family Home”. That is why we supported the boycott of the Household Tax 
and why we strongly support the boycott of this new Home Tax. The position is 
quite clear and simple – either your elected representatives support the boycott 
or they support the imposition of Home Taxes. It is one or the other.

Many representatives are going around the country advising people on how 
to value their homes, how to fill in forms etc. They are in effect supporting 
the tax; the only question seems to be for them that families should pay less 
this time round. People should stand firm against the threats from the state 
and the Revenue. They have told us that they will take it from salaries or from 
welfare payments, and that they will charge penalties; then so be it. We won’t be 
threatened. The bully only succeeds because we allow them to. Ask yourself a 
simple question. If someone is going to break into your home, do you open the 
door and say come on in lads, take what you want, or do you lock it up as tight 
as you can making it as difficult as possible for them, while knowing that if they 
are really determined that they will get in anyway. Why make it easy for them?

The Government has declared war on the families of this country and we must 
and will fight back. We must rebuild our communities and instil a spirit of 
solidarity, and by standing together united we will win.

It is with regret that we have to announce the death of Jim Newton, brother of 
Tom Newton, Treasurer of ACRA. The Officer Board and members of ACRA 
extend our condolences to Tom and his family. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with them at this sad time.  Ar dheis lámh Dé go raibh a anam uasal.

We wish to apologise for an incorrect 
telephone number printed in Volume 16 
Issue 1 in the Ground Rent article page 15. 
Correction is to Tony O’Toole, Chairman, 
Ground Rents Sub-Committee, ACRA.  
The correct number is 01 4943273.
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Notice of Annual  
General Meeting
Date: Monday 27th May 2013
Venue: Teachers’ Club, Parnell Square, Dublin 1
Time: 8pm

Agenda:

1. Minutes of last year’s AGM

2. Correspondence

3. Treasurer’s Report

4. Officers’ Reports

5. Current Issues affecting Residents – Home Taxes including property,  
water, carbon and TV charges, and continuing attacks on the quality  
of life by the current cutbacks and taxes

6. Motions (must be submitted by 20th May 2013 for inclusion)

7. Election of National Executive

8. AOB

All members should ensure that they send a delegate.

This AGM is the most important in many years.  
Every Association should send a delegate.  
Confirmation of your attendance should be sent to acra@iol.ie
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Europe – A Bridge Too Far
By Michael Fox

In 2008 the Irish banking crisis began, leading to a number of financial 
institutions requiring government assistance and revelations about reckless 
lending by banks.  Since then hundreds of billions of Euro have been spent 
on rescue packages for banks all over Europe, which clearly shows that 
European financial policies were flawed to begin with. Low interest rates, 
poor regulation and giant adverts offering cheap money have led to misery 
for millions. 

For a government to blame those 
who were in power before them is 
prevarication, as they all sat at the 
same table and had their heads stuck 
firmly in the same trough dining from 
the anguish, distress and hardship that 
they were creating.  There were very 
few politicians offering cautionary 
advice to the march of the Celtic Tiger; 
those who did were talked down and 
told to shut up!

And as the Euro propaganda machine 
churns out mistruths, half truths and 
outright lies, which are weapons of 
oppression of people, we hear and are 
told, ‘Our masters in Europe are very 
happy with us’ and ‘The green shoots 
of recovery are upon us.’ These words 
are only spoken, have just rolled off 
the printing presses and are flashed 
on television screens across Europe, 
when another Euro crisis is upon us; 
another black hole with depressing 
statistics that will destroy the Euro, 
and destroy us. Is there any end to the 
nightmare in Europe?

They may be pleased with us. But 
we are far from pleased with them. 
And neither should we be. Do any of 
them know what they are doing? The 
enormous consequence of Europe’s 
bungling failed bureaucratic entity 
that drifts aimlessly from one fiasco to 
the next has had a devastating social 
impact on its people, with more than 
26 million unemployed across Europe. 

The massive level of unemployment 
has led to protests and violence across 
southern Europe, raising the threat 
of full-scale social breakdown. With 
upcoming generations losing trust in 
Europe’s ability to solve problems the 
European Union is in real trouble and 
one wonders how long it can all go on.

“ There were very few 
politicians offering 
cautionary advice to the 
march of the Celtic Tiger; 
those who did were talked 
down and told to shut up!”

Cyprus - another causality of the 
Euro - joined the European Union on 
May 1st 2004 and adopted the Euro 
as its official currency on 1st January 
2008. That was another milestone 
for Europe’s bureaucrats as they 
congratulated each other on another 
job well done. Perhaps what would 
have been more appropriate would 
be Laurel and Hardy’s famous catch 
phrase, ‘Well here’s another fine mess 
you’ve gotten us into.’ The writing 
was on the wall for Europe’s economy 
in those days and one wonders who 
signed off on that deal. Who were 
the bureaucrats who decided that 
Cyprus was in good enough shape 
and was fit to join the Euro? That’s 

another thing that’s scarce in the EU, 
ACCOUNTABILITY.

There is still much talk of the promise 
of jobs coming to Ireland, and that no 
doubt is why we witness the flight of 
the politicians every St Patrick’s Day. 
They give out bowls of shamrock and 
in return we get offered temporary, 
short contract, low paid employment. 
And there’s great excitement 
altogether and media coverage if we 
have a potential maybe on about 20 
high-end jobs in some computer or 
pharmaceutical company. 

Bring back the dark days of the 1960’s 
and 70’s when hundreds of thousands 
of Irish people were employed in 
the clothing industry. Factories were 
dotted all over Dublin and beyond. 
They employed designers, pattern 
makers, cutters, tailors, machinists, 
pressers, store workers, office 
workers and drivers. They gave full 
employment, long before the dream 
of Europe became a nightmare. It was 
only when we joined the EU and the 
markets became flooded with foreign 
imports that the ‘Rag Trade’ fell apart 
and those jobs were lost.

I put that to a person connected with 
the EU in the 1980s and asked why 
were cheap imports allowed to come 
into Ireland when they were costing so 
many jobs? The explanation I received 
was ‘you don’t get it; you need to look at 
the bigger picture.‘ If we allow countries 
outside of Europe like Bangladesh to 
import clothing into Ireland, Germany 
will be able to export more steel to 
them.’ So now I get it. It’s about German 
domination and bringing Europe back 
to the way it was in 1945, and from 
there back to the Stone Age.
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Major Transport Disaster
By Tom Newton

The Government made the biggest 
transport-planning mistake in my 
forty years studying public transport 
by giving the go ahead for the BXD 
Luas link up. 

This link will delay a successful 
transport plan for Dublin and Ireland 
for many decades. It will nullify the 
advantages of Luas in the capital. 
It will also choke the system with 
unnecessary overloading, make 
it more difficult for users with 
disabilities; it will undermine the 
capacity of existing bus and rail lines 
into the city and it covers a very 
small area of Dublin. The BXD luas 
link up poaches and fills up with bus 
users - making it more inefficient and 
driving up cost. It will take little or no 
cars off the road. 

The massive cost of the project is 
near 500 million euro made up of 
370 million in construction, potential 
efficiency waste and loss to business 
of near 130 million. This waste will 
require yearly fare increases to cover 
this expense, pushing public transport 
fares to high along with the extra cost 
to business and the bus network with 
unnecessary street disruption.

For this amount of funding all 
of Dublin (including a link to 
the airport) and all Ireland could 
benefit with the alternative MET 
Transport Plan, view on www.
dublinbus.org or Team Cony-road 
at circletransport@gmail.com. With 
this plan there would be no city 
centre street disruption or loss to 
business. Cabra benefits most in the 
MET plan. The area of the city centre 
between O’Connell St. and Stephens 
Green passing Trinity College has 
the highest level of public transport 
in the western world per head of 
population with Bus Gate. It already 
has full planning permission for both 

an underground and a Dart Inter-
connector close by. A Dart line also 
runs nearby at Tara St. so there is no 
need for an extra line. It’s also within 
walking distance, plenty of taxis at 
reasonable cost and bikes for hire etc.

There are many flaws with BXD Luas 
routing (see website). The biggest 
flaw with BXD Luas line is that 
it takes unnecessary users via the 
city centre causing overloading - a 
massive problem for all users, and 
the biggest losers with this problem 
are people with disabilities. This 
routing of the Luas system with BXD 
luas causes three main problems for 
disabled users. 

1. Overloading – which makes it 
difficult and impossible to get  
on trams 

2. Passengers left far away from 
many destinations in the city area 
requiring unnecessary changing 

3. Passengers left far away from 
crossing and other transport 
connections. 

These are not problems for fortunate 
able-bodied users. People with 
disabilities are human beings, also 
part of society; they have needs and 
are entitled to their independence and 
they also spend money for the benefit 
of business and the economy. Planners 
should take this into account when 
drawing up transport plans. People 
with disabilities should not be ignored 
or left out. The MET plan puts 
disabilities first and benefits all.

Dublin is a wonderful city. It’s difficult 
to get around it, even for able-
bodied users. Luas is a welcome new 
transport edition to the capital and if 
designed and routed to suit all users 
it’s the ideal mode of transport to take 
everybody close to their destination, 
with Luas city orbital BLOC. The old 
excuse not to go the extra mile for 
the disabled was that it would be too 
costly. That myth or excuse is now 
broken with the MET plan at less than 
half the cost, putting disabled users 
first. All options should be looked at 
to avoid another big mistake that may 
be difficult to rectify.
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Kidd Insurances was founded in 1919 and has 
been looking after clients’ insurance needs for 
over 90 years!

Over the years we have continually added to our 
product range and expertise in order to provide a 
comprehensive service to our clients in the areas of:

• Home, Motor & Travel Insurances

• Commercial Insurances

• Professional Indemnity and Directors & 
Officers

• Holiday Homes & Mobile Homes

• Life and Pensions

• Health Insurance

• Childcare Insurance

In more recent years some of our clients required 
insurance for special types of risks, so we worked 
with insurance companies to provide for these 
needs. Our range of policies now includes:

• Vacant private and commercial properties

• Non-standard construction e.g. Timber frame 
houses,  
log cabins, felt roofs etc.

• Campervans

• Horse Lorries

• Residents’ Associations

Exceptional customer service has, and always will 
be, at the heart of Kidd Insurances. We fully believe 
that looking after our customers and providing 
good quality solutions to their insurance needs has 
driven the success of the company.

 
 

 

Insurance Scheme For Residents’ 
Associations Affiliated To ACRA
The costs of arranging Public & Employers’ Liability 
is probably a lot less than you might think. From 
only €120 per annum you can avail of vital protection 
without which the Committee of a Residents’ 
Association could find themselves personally liable. 
If your Association is affiliated to ACRA and you are 
a committee member you can obtain wide protection 
that will give you peace of mind. You will avoid 
a situation where there is potential for you to be 
personally liable for awards made to a person injured 
in the course of participating in an event organised by 
the Residents’ Association. It is an essential function 
of any association to make certain that its committee 
is protected should an event occur which would 
expose them to financial loss.

A special scheme for Residents’ Associations has 
been arranged by Kidd Insurances with Allianz 
Corporate Ireland PLC and a quotation may be 
obtained by phoning Emma Cross on 01 2079400 
or email emmacross@kiddinsuraces.ie. Please note 
that the scheme has a common renewal date of 1st 
March and the Limit of Indemnities are €6,500,000 
and €13,000,000 in respect of Public and Employers 
Liability respectively.

We may be able to save you money on your existing 
insurance or provide you with advice on any new
insurance you need.

Please contact: Emma Cross,  
Unit 6. Block E, Nutgrove Office Park, Rathfarnham, 
Dublin 14.

Tel: 01 2079400, Fax: 01 2079017  
Email: emmacoss@kiddinsurances.ie  
www.kiddinsurances.ie

 
Alan B Kidd & Company Ltd trading as Kidd Insurances and Kidd Financial Services is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
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Rebuilding the Government
By Frank Chaney

A National Government
We have all of the trappings of a Democratic Sovereign Nation, and are recognized as such by  
the international community. We are after all a Constitutional Democracy.

Article 1 (Bunreacht Na hEireann): “The Irish nation hereby affirms its inalienable, indefeasible,  
and sovereign right to choose its own form of Government, to determine its relations with other nations,  
and to develop its life, political, economic and cultural, in accordance with its own genius and traditions”.
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Article 15 (Bunreacht Na hEireann) 
of the Constitution describes the 
structure of the “Oireachtas” as 
comprising three elements, the 
President, Dail Eireann, and Seanad 
Eireann, each of which is dependent 
on the others to perform the task of 
governing the Nation. This tripartite 
system provides checks and balances, 
and for a period of reflection, and 
possible challenge to the legislative 
decisions of the ruling majority. 
This is sometimes necessary to limit 
the power of the government, by 
reference to the Constitution. The 
Irish Constitution also provides for 
the establishment of a Supreme Court, 
which is charged with upholding the 
rights of all of the Citizens. However, 
Sovereignty is only a concept, and is 
nothing more than the right of people 
to govern ourselves. A hundred years 
after the “Easter Rising”, we are still 
a subject society. There are those 
who believe we are incapable of self-
government, and should be satisfied 
with “Home Rule” under European 
control. How sad it is that those who 
proclaim themselves as the successors 
to our founding fathers have brought 
this Nation to its knees, abandoning 
any pretence that we can remain an 
independent sovereign Nation.

An Alternative Solution:
The Irish Constitution 
We need a new modern constitution 
with protection for the human 
and civil rights of all citizens. This 
new Constitution must never be 
subjugated to any other authority, 
foreign or domestic, and must only 
be amended with the freely given 
consent of the Irish People.

The Presidency 
We need a President who can 
represent the Irish people in all 
arenas, international and domestic. In 
addition to the role as head of State 
the President should also be given the 
role as “Guardian of the Constitution”, 
with the power to refer any issue 
directly to the people by referendum 
or plebiscite.

A National Government 
At present there are 47 constituencies 
within the state, electing 166 
Dail Deputies. We could revise 
that number to 30 five-seater 
constituencies, reducing the number 
of Dail deputies to 150. These revised 
constituencies would then provide 
the basis for directly elected national 
and regional assemblies. These five-
seater constituencies could ensure 
the election of a larger number of 
deputies from smaller parties and 
independents providing a greater 
degree of accountability.

Local Government Reform 
At present 2 regional assemblies, 
8 regional authorities, 29 county 
councils, 5 city councils, and 80 town 
councils, are the primary units of 
local government. (A total of 114). 
The full range of local authority 
functions rests with the county 
and city councils. The others are 
responsible for a wide and varied 
series of functions.

An Alternative Solution:
3 Regional Assemblies 
Consideration must be given to the 
establishment of three directly elected 
regional assemblies in the Eastern, 
Western and Southern areas. These 
would be fully elected assemblies, 
with authority for the infrastructural 
and environmental management 
of their respective areas. These 
assemblies would be based in Dublin 
(Eastern), Cork (Southern), and 
Galway (Western).

50 Constituency Assemblies 
Belonging to a community is the 
first step to rebuilding civic pride 
in our Nation, a sense of belonging 
for our Youth, a sense of purpose 
for our Citizens, and a sense of 
security for our older Citizens. 

These assemblies could deal directly 
with the environmental and utility 
requirements of their area, and would 
have the power to seek tenders for 
provision of services as required by 
their community. Bringing power 
back to the community is the only 
way to rebuild respect for authority.

Wards 
Many constituencies are socially 
diverse and geographically 
fragmented. The division of 
these constituencies into “Wards”, 
would allow for the expression 
of local sentiment when making 
decisions, and would improve the 
decision making process by taking 
into account the feelings of local 
residents. These “Wards” could be 
based on a structure similar to that 
of “Residents Associations”, which 
would form part of the constituency 
structure, allowing concerned citizens 
to provide their time and skills in 
an attempt to enhance the living 
experience of the Residents of their 
particular area.

City and Town Mayors 
These relics of our past dependency 
on imperial government are rightly 
seen as positions of symbolism and 
local status. 

Directly elected Mayors could still 
have a useful function as focal points 
for expressions of our National 
Culture, as hosts to important local 
events (Tourism), or to facilitate 
debate on important local issues. 

These positions could also relieve the 
President of some of the more minor 
engagements of office, and provide 
the public with an opportunity to 
preview potential candidates for 
the highest office in the land, the 
President of Ireland.

“ Directly elected Mayors could still have a useful function 
as focal points for expressions of our National Culture, as 
hosts to important local events (Tourism), or to facilitate 
debate on important local issues.” 
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Euro News
Labour loyalty split after 
Childers’ departure
The decision by Ireland East MEP 
Nessa Childers to resign from the 
Parliamentary Labour Party and 
join a growing number of Labour 
members in opposition has left a 
marked division between Ireland’s 
other two Labour MEPs, Phil 
Prendergast and Emer Costello. Both 
MEPs have issued press releases 
striking in their polarity, prompting 
speculation that Munster MEP Phil 
Prendergast could be the next to 
abandon the Labour ship.

In a strongly-worded statement, Ms 
Prendergast declared her support for 
Ms Childers’ decision and called on 
the Labour leadership to take “radical 
and immediate action to restore 
confidence in the Party, among our 
members and supporters, before it 
is too late.” Ms Prendergast cited 
the recent European Commission 
finding that Ireland’s last budget 
was regressive, having reduced 
income proportionately more for the 
bottom 20 per cent as opposed to 
the top 20 per cent. “This is simply 
not acceptable. There is something 
fundamentally wrong with the 
actions of Labour in government 
when those with the greatest needs 
are increasingly losing out more than 
those at the highest level of society... 
the Labour Party in Ireland have 
almost abandoned those most in need 
of help,” she said. The Munster MEP 
did not hold back in criticizing the 
party and declared her full support 
and admiration for Nessa Childers’ 
conviction to the “principles of 
equality and social justice,” echoing 
Childrers’ own statement where she 
said she “no longer wants to support a 
government that is hurting people”. 

However, their Dublin colleague 
Emer Costello took a more defensive 
tone, expressing disappointment at 
Childers’ move. Ms Costello said 
that while the Labour Party had been 
faced with very difficult decisions in 
government over the past two years, 
she believes “most of the austerity 
measures are now behind us”. She 
claimed Labour MEPs are “doing 
a good job in Europe in relation to 
tackling unemployment and poverty” 
and expressed the pointed hope that 
Nessa will “continue to work with us 
to achieve these objectives.”
GAA nominated for 
EU prize - by former 
President
The Gaelic Athletic Association has 
been entered into the running for 
the European Citizen’s Prize 2013, 
an award aimed at recognising 
exceptional achievements by 
individuals, groups or organisations.
The GAA was nominated by one 
of its most famous sons and former 
presidents, Fine Gael MEP Sean Kelly. 
Every MEP has the right to submit 
one nomination for the prize, and 
speaking in Brussels this week, Mr 
Kelly explained his choice.

“The GAA has played a key role 
in the peace process in Northern 
Ireland, fostering better relations 
between Ireland and the UK. It’s also 
relevant to the 2011 European Year 
of Volunteering, as it’s the largest 
voluntary organisation in Ireland 
with over 250,000 people offering 
their time on a weekly basis. And the 
GAA is relevant in this the European 
year of the Citizen, as it involves 
communities both on and off the field 
of play, ties them together and thus 
fosters active citizenship,” he said.
The European Citizen’s Prize was 
launched by the European Parliament 
in 2008. Last year, 37 people from 
19 member states were selected for 
prizes, presented at national award 
ceremonies.

As well as honouring individuals, 
the prize can celebrate activities that 
build cross-border cooperation within 
the EU or promote better mutual 
understanding and closer integration 
between citizens and member states. 
The prize can also be awarded for 
reflecting the values enshrined in the 
EU’s charter of fundamental rights. 
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Met O3 Transport Plan
By Tom Newton

The MET (mobility efficient transport) plan is a new concept formulated to 
maximize public transport efficiency for the benefit of all, particularly for 
users with disabilities. It is designed to keep fare costs down and to benefit 
hard-pressed businesses by increasing footfall and to benefit users travelling 
to and from the countryside. It’s needed now as people are living longer and 
travel is becoming very expensive due to the rising cost of motoring, and it is 
important to avoid all transport going in to Dublin city centre.

This plan is made up of circles or 
orbitals. By linking up radial and 
orbital transport routes for maximum 
efficiency, it takes users direct to their 
destination, reduces travel times, suits 
passengers making public transport 
attractive, user friendly and safe. It 
combines all modes of transport (bus, 
rail and Luas) to link together with 
cycling, walking, taxi and car use. 
By making full use of the currently 
unused facilities of the Phoenix Park 
rail tunnel, and the Dockland rail 
station that has ample space for trains 

the MET plan greatly reduces cost. It 
will revolutionise public transport. 
The MET plan has a number of new 
ideas to improve public transport:

1. D.D.T. (Destination Direct Transport) 
- links up buses on the outskirts.

2. R.P.F. (Reverse passenger flow) - 
maximizes public transport use in 
both directions to keep fare cost 
low, particularly for family use. 

3. Railbus - a new transport system 
for bus link up between rail lines 

on the outskirts and in country 
areas. 

This plan is designed to avoid isolated 
planning, the scourge of society, 
by taking in the overall transport 
requirements. It avoids unnecessary 
city centre disruption. It also 
addresses the main flaw in public 
transport, the Radial System - all via 
the city centre. This is costly, wasteful, 
time consuming and overloads the 
system. Now that the main flaw is 
discovered in the public transport 
system it should be addressed, and 
the radial BXD Luas link up should 
not continue as it will undermine 
or delay completion of the whole 
network.

The MET plan is made up of three 
main orbitals with many more smaller 
or local orbitals. It keeps to the 
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S.D.L.P. principles of public transport.

S = Suitability for users. D = Direct 
as possible. L = Linkage, for adequate 
link ups and connections. P = Price at 
reasonable cost.

This is a brief outline of the MET 
plan in diagrammatic form with a 
short explanation. Full details on 
www.dublinbus.org or Team  
Cony-Road. E-mail circletransport@
gmail.com.

ORBITAL ONE (INNER ORBITAL)
This is a dual orbital network (above) 
in the city centre – achieved by 
linking up the Phoenix Park rail 
tunnel (A on diagram) and the Luas 
system in red (B on diagram) just 
requiring the dotted section to be 
completed to link up the whole Luas 
system, a total distance of 3.5 miles, 
initially a short section the G (green) 

link, 1.5 miles of Luas from Fatima to 
Stephens Green. 

This maximizes the Luas lines in both 
directions making the system over 
three times more effective in the city 
area. 

This dual transport network takes 
users close to all areas of the city 
centre. It reduces overloading, 
addresses most problems for disabled 
users, is good for business, and makes 
it easy to get around a congested city. 
It is good for tourism and ideal in our 
wet climatic conditions.

THE BLOC
This diagram (opposite top) shows the 
eight rail lines (four doubles) into the 
city. Each double rail line consists of 
local and long distance. 
1. Belfast and Local Howth Dart line. 

2. Wexford and Bray Dart line. 

3. Cork/Galway/Waterford and 
Kildare local line. 

4. Sligo and Maynooth local line.

These mainlines rails along with 
provincial and Dublin Buses feed into 
the Luas city BLOC orbital for easy 
dispersal around the city avoiding 
unnecessary street traffic congestion.

ORBITAL TWO
This Orbital (opposite bottom) shows 
the linking up on the outskirts of the 
rail network, the blue dotted section 
on the map. 

The thick dotted section is linking 
up the Luas line from Saggart to 
Lucan rail Station at Adamstown, a 
distance of 3.5 miles through open 
space. The thin dotted section is 
the linking up of the Kildare/Cork 
main line rail to the Sligo/Maynooth 
main line from Lucan (Adamstown) 
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station to Leixlip, just three (3) miles. 
This links up the rail network on 
the city’s outskirts. It makes Lucan 
(Adamstown) station a Key linkup 
point in the MET plan. All trains can 
stop at this station. This takes over an 
hour off travel time for many users. 

The black line on the outskirts of this 
map is for Railbus, a new transport 
concept. Railbus is a bus system 
designed in rail colours that links two 
rail lines together to provide a suitable 
link in areas where the cost of rail is 
prohibitive, where there are too many 
obstacles or it can’t be done now. This 
Railbus gives direct connections to 
all areas on the outskirts of the city. 
This creates several other local orbitals 
with bus network and new bus orbital 
concept DDT.

ORBITAL THREE 
This Airport rail orbital uses the 
existing unused Phoenix Park rail 
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tunnel, requiring a new length of rail 
track alongside land beside the M50 
Motor way, a distance of seven miles 
to the Airport, two miles extra to 
Swords and just over another three 
miles to Donabate to complete the 
orbital. It allows the rail network 
direct access to and from all areas and 
direct from all areas to the Airport. 
It allows a direct link from Belfast 
to Cork. It avoids unnecessary city 
changing and reduces travel times. 

This direct link is very important to 
most rail users but more important 
for users with disabilities. It makes rail 
transport more efficient and the Park 
rail tunnel avoids building another 
tunnel that would be very costly, 
inefficient and would take a long time 
to complete. This Phoenix Park tunnel 
is the most vital piece and valuable 
part of infrastructure in the capital for 
a successful transport plan.

BUS ORBITALS
The main flaw with the bus 
network on the outskirts is the lack 
of integration or linking up. The 
routes are mainly designed for the 
city centre. This problem can be 
addressed with a new bus concept 
D.D.T. (Destination Direct Transport) 
or HUBBING (High Usage Bus Base 
Integrating Network Growth). This 
is a simple solution where buses link 
up at a suitable place or Hub and all 

depart at the same time on the hour or 
30 minutes after the hour, for example 
2pm, 2.30pm. 3pm. 3.30pm, etc. A 
pilot scheme for this DDT plan is an 
area in Clondalkin between the two 
large roundabouts at the Fonthill Road 
and the New Nangor Road junction. 

This Hub has most facilities required 
for this project, a bus lane on each 
side, two roundabouts for turning, a 
pedestrian crossing traffic lights and 
space on each side for bus shelters. 
Four routes 151, 13, 76 and 68/69 will 
meet up at this Hub creating eight 
different directions of movement. 
These routes depart at the unified 
times mentioned above. A user 
availing of this system knows when 
they get a bus serving this Hub their 
connecting or follow on bus won’t 
depart until they arrive. It is certainty 
that make this system a success. 
Similar Hubs on the outskirts of the 
city with unified departure times 
should be created linking up the 
whole system. The M50 is an ideal 
layout for another bus orbital in the 
CORE plan with direct city links 
from each area.

COST
The MET plan is the least expensive 
of any plan because of its layout, 
requiring a minimum number of 
routes and maximizing existing 
facilities. Its orbital design doubles its 

efficiency by using the new transport 
concept RPF (reverse passenger flow) 
that maximizes efficiency in both 
directions and attracts more usage. 
It addresses the main flaw in public 
transport, the very costly Radial 
system (all via the centre). Direct link 
up maximizes train use requiring 
fewer trains, less changing and 
reduction of duplication. The overall 
cost of the MET plan works out at 
one tenth the cost of Transport 21.

“...it aims to achieve 
accessibility and to ensure 
all areas of the city are 
serviced in a balanced way 
for business and work, 
entertainment and tourism.”

CONCLUSION
The aim of this plan is to make public 
transport suitable and attractive to 
all users throughout the country, 
particularly for users with disabilities. 

It is designed to ensure Bus, Rail 
and Luas work together and do not 
undermine each other, to target 
the car user for the benefit of the 
environment, to reduce emissions 
and carbon footprint. It aims for 
more efficiency and to keep fare cost 
reasonable, particularly for families. 

Its goal is to make the city safer, and 
to make it easier and more convenient 
to get around and it strives to turn 
the Dublin transport system into a 
mechanism for visitors and tourists 
to see the city in our climatic (wet) 
conditions in comfort. 

Finally it aims to achieve accessibility 
and to ensure all areas of the city 
are serviced in a balanced way for 
business and work, entertainment and 
tourism. These aims make Dublin 
BEST. (Business, Entertainment, 
Safety, Tourism)

For further information contact  
T Newton at 086 3127364
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Crumlin/Walkinstown Local Area Forum
Crumlin Walkinstown Local Area Forum was established at an A.G.M. in 
September 2010 to bring all community and voluntary groups together to 
feed into the Dublin City Community Forum. The Local Area Forum meets 
the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 4pm in Dublin City Council Crumlin 
Area Office. The Forum is non-political, and community groups are welcome 
to send along a representative to raise and discuss any issues which are of 
importance to them. 

We have been working on improving 
our environment to make it a nicer 
place to live and work in. With the 
help of the local Scouts from Crumlin 
and Walkinstown Units we had a 
number of clean-up days in 2012.  
We entered Crumlin Village in The 
Urban Village category of the City 
Neighbourhoods Competition-South 
Central Area 2012 and achieved a 
joint 1st with Chapelizod. We were 
also nominated in the Citywide 
competition but were beaten by 
Raheny Village. We feel this is 
not bad for a first attempt, we are 
delighted with our certificate, copies 
can be seen in the local shops and 
the original will be on display in St 
Agnes’ Credit Union.

The Local Forum hopes to enter Tidy 
Towns and City Neighbourhoods 
again this year and we are organising  
a Family Festival Day on the 7th July 
supported by St Agnes’ Credit Union. 

The Bowling League of Ireland will 
host the 2013 British Isles Bowls 
Championships in the Centenary 
year of the B.I.B.C. at St Mary’s Lawn 
Bowling, St Mary’s Road, Crumlin 
and The Iveagh Grounds Bowling 
Club, Crumlin Road from 26th to 
30th June.

With all of this in mind we want our 
area looking spick and span for our 
overseas visitors and the judging of 
competitions which will take place 
between May and September.  We 
need your help on clean-up days: 

• April 27th 
• May 25th 
• June 22nd 

So please don’t throw litter on the 
streets, clean up after your dog fouls 
and we will win 1st prize this year.

Thank you, 

Mary Thomas  
Chairperson of Crumlin /
Walkinstown Local Area Forum



16

For information on the Environment and more
Check out our website - www.euireland.ie
 
Or call into us
European Commission Representation in Ireland 
European Union House, 18 Dawson Street, Dublin 2 
E-mai: eu-ie-info-request@ec.europa.eu
Tel:  0 1 634 11 11

www.facebook.com/EUIreland    www.twitter.com/eurireland
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Water, water everywhere –  
so why do we have to pay for it?
We all want cleaner rivers, lakes, beaches and to know that the water that we 
use is pure.  In a 2011 Eurobarometer survey 43% of Irish people said that 
water pollution was one of the environmental issues that they were most 
worried about.  This demand by citizens is one of the main reasons why the 
Commission has made water protection a priority.

The Water Framework Directive 
is the latest legislation on water 
protection. Its key aims are water 
protection, water management, 
emission limits and quality control 
and getting citizens involved. 
European water legislation began 
in 1975 setting standards for rivers 
and lakes used for drinking water. 
In 1980 binding quality targets 
for our drinking water were set. 
Legislation on fish waters, shellfish 
waters, bathing waters and ground 
waters was also included. In the mid-
nineties pressure was growing on the 
Commission to address the increasing 
demands of citizens and other 
involved parties of water protection.

One of the Directive’s most important 
innovations is the introduction of 
pricing. Adequate water pricing acts as 
an incentive for the sustainable use of 
water resources and therefore will help 
to reach the environmental standards 
set out under the Directive. In several 
countries where water is metered, 
increased water prices has decreased 
household water use significantly. The 
Directive also requires EU Member 
States to ensure that a proportion 
of the cost of water services – such 
as pumping, weirs, dams, channels, 
supply systems – with a negative 
impact on the environment – must 
be paid by the users (e.g. agriculture, 

hydropower, households). Member 
States are required to split the costs 
according to the ‘polluter-pays’ 
principle in order to reduce the impact 
on the environment and promote 
methods to tackle the decline of 
natural resources.

“Adequate water pricing 
acts as an incentive for the 
sustainable use of water 
resources and therefore 
will help to reach the 
environmental standards 
set out under the Directive.” 

Member States are required to charge 
for the abstraction and distribution 
of water and for the treatment of 
waste water. This is something that 
is currently being done in many 
countries but not yet in Ireland. In a 
2012 Eurobarometer survey, 42% of 
Irish people surveyed said that they 
agreed that people should be charged 
for volume of water use in all cases. 
At the moment the responsibility 
for maintaining and improving the 
water supply infrastructure (pipes, 
filtration and disinfection systems) is 
with the Department of Environment, 
Community and Local Government 
in Ireland.

A new water utility, Irish Water, has 
been set up and is to be responsible 
for providing water and wastewater 
services to homes and businesses 
connected to a public water supply. 

A system of water metering is being 
introduced and meters are to be 
installed. Irish Water is to take over 
the operation of local authority water 
services on a phased basis, starting in 
2015. Using national average house 
occupancy rate of 2.8 (2006 Census), 
water consumption in an average 
household, in Ireland, is 148 cubic 
metres per annum which works out 
at 145 litres, per person, per day, a 
figure which is in line with the EU 
average but one which has a lot of 
room for improvement. 

Much progress has been made 
regarding water protection in Europe, 
but increased efforts are still needed 
to get water resources clean and 
to keep them clean. After 30 years 
of European water legislation, the 
demand is increasing from, not only 
the scientific community and other 
experts, but also from citizens and 
environmental organisations. 

To learn more about the Water 
Framework Directive and Europe’s 
waters, see the Water Information 
System for Europe (WISE) http://
water.europa.eu. The European 
Commission’s web-pages, which 
are linked to WISE, provide further 
information on the directive and its 
implementation: http://ec.europa.eu/
environment/water/index_en.htm
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Rebuilding the Justice System
Author: Frank Chaney 

Law & Order
The Irish criminal justice system is 
in a state of crisis. Gangsters terrorise 
the streets with little fear of detection 
or retribution, elderly citizens live in 
fear in their own homes, and white 
collar crime is rampant. Is this the 
nation we leave for the generations 
who follow? Is this the society into 
which our children are to grow in fear 
and apathy? We must take back our 
streets from the thugs and gangsters 
who would terrorise our people.

The Garda Siochana
The current government policy 
of cuts and closures is a recipe for 
disaster. A totally demoralized and 
badly equipped Garda force cannot 
protect the citizens of this country. 
At current staff levels (12,000 

approx) there is only one Garda on 
duty at any given time for every two 
thousand of the population. (only 
1 per 2,000) covering a variety of 
duties such as, law enforcement, 
traffic control, accident investigation, 
criminal investigation, court 
attendance, escort duties, public 
service duties and administration.  
It’s no wonder criminals have little 
fear of getting caught.

The Solution: The Garda Force 
should be increased in size from 
12,000 to 20,000. The minimum 
ratio of Garda officers to the 
population should be inserted 
into the Constitution. (There is a 
constitutional precedent). This would 
prevent the politicians from playing 
political football with the security of 
the Citizens.

Crime and Punishment
We already have many of the powers 
required to tackle serious crime. 
Unfortunately we appear not to have 
the political will or resources to 
keep violent criminals off the streets. 
Many arrest warrants are never 
executed, and offenders are left free 
to scourge society, believing they are 
invincible. A comprehensive review 
of sentencing is needed in order to 
restore respect for the Justice System 
in this Nation. Prison should be a last 
resort, and used mainly for violent 
and seriousCrime. Lesser crimes can 
and should be dealt with in a manner 
appropriate to the Crime. Our Courts 
must take into consideration the 
concerns of the People. A forum 
where interested parties and the 
members of the Judiciary could 
exchange views and opinions should 
be established. A report of the 
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suggested Law reform could then 
be published and considered by the 
Oireachtas.

Since the beginning of the economic 
crisis a strange thing has happened. 
The Irish Nation has developed a 
two-tier system of justice. Some 
would say we always had such a 
system. Recent cases of criminal 
actions which have been brought 
to court have resulted in the public 
becoming alarmed at the disparity 
between sentences given for similar 
offences committed by different 
classes of people. Tax avoidance by 
a small businessman is punished by 
6 years in jail, but no action is taken 
against another for stealing the tax 
collected by his company. 

A recent case of sexual assault 
resulted in a businessman being 
sentenced to six years in prison, 
only to have 5 and a half years of the 
sentence suspended if he paid a sum 
of money in compensation. Would 
someone of lesser wealth have gotten 
off so lightly?

Free Legal Aid:
Free legal Aid must be available to 
defend a person against criminal 
charges and in cases where a person 
seeks protection for his/her Civil or 
Human rights. But when a person 
having exhausted all the legal options, 
is convicted of a criminal offence, 
then that person must be held to 
account for all of the legal costs 
involved. This includes his/her own 
legal costs (Including any Legal Aid 
provided), and the full Legal costs of 
the State.

Sentencing:
The most astonishing thing about 
current sentencing policy is the 
absence of common sense. Whether 
a criminal commits one crime or a 
series of crimes, he/she will receive a 
concurrent sentence for each crime. 
That means he/she will only serve one 
sentence. It doesn’t matter how many 
crimes are committed the sentences 

will all run concurrently, and with 
time off for “good behaviour” they 
will often serve less than half of the 
sentence.
 
Drug Abuse:
The abuse of drugs is a major 
destabilizing factor in Irish society, 
causing distress to family members, 
communities, health services and 
law enforcement agencies. Opinion 
varies from acceptance to intolerance. 
Suggestions such as legalization of drug 
use, in the same way as alcohol is legal, 
to the other extreme of incarceration 
in prison, even suggestions of the 
death penalty, fail to respond to the 
real problem, the destruction of the 
right of the individual to a healthy and 
productive life.

Anti-Social Behavior
Binge Drinking
The recent increase in the prevalence 
of binge drinking must be tackled, 
and must be seen as a major factor in 
social disorder, bringing with it both 
economic and social costs, which we 
as taxpayers are burdened with. 

There is a legitimate and acceptable 
use of alcohol. The public house, 
restaurant, club, and hotel, as a 
meeting venue for social exchange, 
are a valuable social outlet for most 
Irish people. However the abuse of 

alcohol off premises, by underage and 
irresponsible people must be tackled. 

This abuse is facilitated by the easy 
accessibility of cheap alcohol through 
supermarkets, shops, and filling 
stations. Prevention of alcohol abuse 
is essential to creating a stable society 
and a pleasant social environment.

Roaming Gangs
The practice of gangs of youth 
gathering and roaming through 
our streets and neighbourhoods, 
intimidating shoppers and residents, 
must be stopped. These youthful 
gangs are often the forerunner of 
more violent gangs, proclaiming their 
turf, and challenging the authorities. 
These activities are not acceptable, 
and youth is not an excuse for this 
behaviour.

Joy-Riding
Joy riding is a badly named practice, 
of driving often stolen cars, at high 
speed through residential and urban 
areas, in the hope of engaging the 
Gardai in hot pursuit chases. This 
behaviour is unacceptable and must 
not be tolerated. Many of these 
incidents end with loss of life, often 
innocent. A jail term, together with 
restitution, and forfeiture for life 
of any driving license, must be the 
consequence for those engaged in this 
activity.
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Calling All City Neighbours
This is the time of year when people start to put on their gloves to clean 
up around their house and estate and do a bit of gardening. Well, here’s 
something you might also be interested in. The City Neighbourhoods Awards 
is an awards scheme, which acknowledges in a meaningful way the selfless 
work done for our city by people in communities, business and schools.  
The competition is divided into three areas, which includes Residential, 
Business and Schools.

There are also Special Categories 
for Best New Entry, Individual 
Contribution and Endeavour 
Award (most improved entry). The 
Individual Contribution Award is to 
acknowledge in a meaningful way 
the selfless work done by individuals 
in their communities by creating 
caring, viable, vibrant and visible 
communities. So if there is one 
person in your community who has 
put in lots of hard work over the 
years why not honour them by a 
nomination for this Award?

This year we have included a separate 
category for allotment/community 
garden. So if you have a garden/
allotment, or care for an open green 
space that you wish to enter, why 

not contact your Area Office for 
an application form? Dublin City 
Council always likes to see new 
entries, as we know there are a 
growing number of people who are 
involved in their neighbourhood, so 
this is your opportunity to help make 
a difference. Application forms are 
available at www.dublincity.ie or at 
the following locations:

Central Area Office
51–53 Sean McDermott St
Dublin 1
Tel No: 1800 248 348  
email simon.brock@dublincity.ie

North Central Area Office
Civic Centre
Bunratty Road
Coolock

Tel No: 8166711  
email fiona.moore@dublincity.ie

North West Area Office
Civic Centre
Mellows Road
Finglas
Tel No: 222 5412   
serena.moriarty@dublincity.ie

South Central Area Office
The Maltings
Marrowbone Lane
Dublin 8
Mobile No: Ger Tone 086 382 8331 
email geralding.toner@dublincity.ie

South East Area Office
Floor 2 Block 2
Civic Offices
Dublin 8
Tel No: 222 5344  
email. kevin.o’sullivan@dublincity.ie

For more information contact Bernie 
Lillis at bernie.lillis@dublincity.ie
Closing date for receipt of applications 
is 4pm on 3rd May 2013.
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Dear Editor

We will soon be receiving Revenue 
Letters stating the valuation the state 
is putting on our homes. But if they 
understate the value they reserve the 
power to exact massive penalties and 
interest upon us. If they overstate it 
we will pay too much, but they have 
provided no means of repaying us 
the excess. We have much to gain 
and nothing to lose by revealing our 
Revenue Letters to our neighbours 
and providing photocopies to our 
Residents’ Associations. I suggest that 
we should:  DARE TO SHARE.

Yours Sincerely

Joseph O’Neill

Dear Sir

If the recent Residents’ Association 
Forum held in the City Council 
offices achieved anything, it was 
that it gave expression to some 
aspects of the frustrations of Dublin 
residents in respect of issues that 
are ignored by the powers in charge 
of the welfare of its citizens. That it 
was held is at least an awareness by 
local government that democracy 
is a fragile commodity, and without 
the goodwill and involvement of its 
citizens it is on a hiding to nothing. 
Many of our citizens are finding 
the erosion of their standard of 
living, since our new government 
came into office two years ago as 
unacceptable, mainly because it is 
unfair and will not help to solve 
the economic difficulties that our 
country faces in both the short 
term and long term. It will cause 
terminal damage in the form of 
infrastructure, unemployment and 
emigration.

Stealth taxes, as they are more often 
than not referred to are part of the 
problem. They can be seen on a 
daily basis by way of bin collection 
charges, TV licence, motor tax, 
fees for accessing doctors and 
health services, prescriptions at the 
pharmacy for those on the medical 
card, registration fees for third 
level students and household tax. 
Rates on the so-called value of the 
family home are on the way, and 
other charges such as water rates are 
being considered. The cost of petrol, 
oil, electricity, health insurance and 
public transport are now causing 
distress to the unemployed, low and 
middle-income earners.

We see ministers in our government 
out canvassing in by-elections when 

we are told that they need advisors 
and secretaries to help with their 
huge workloads. In the recent past 
people were asked to vote on a 
constitutional change which would 
reduce the salary of the judiciary. 
The vote was not successful! 
Why? On the same day, there was 
a by-election and the politicians 
decided they would rather devote 
their energies to that instead. Well 
paid ‘jobs for the boys’ are still the 
order of the day. This is all with 
the backdrop of our government 
paying themselves exorbitant 
wages, and with expenses that 
would double or treble the income 
of many social welfare recipients. 
Former politicians are being paid 
pensions that could be equated with 
a share in Lotto winnings when our 
economy is in the doldrums, and in 
many cases these same politicians 
contributed to the financial mess 
that Irish people are paying for by 
way of taxes. Add in higher civil 
servants and bankers getting golden 
hand shakes and pensions that the 
average citizen could only dream 
about, and you begin to wonder are 
we as a people in outer space. 

Considering that all this money 
is being borrowed to pay for this 
extravagance, is it any wonder 
that there is opposition to a 
government that promised change 
and a fairer deal for its citizens. The 
independence that our forefathers 
won is being tested to the limit by 
the actions of a government that is 
hiding behind a legal structure that 
protects a political culture that has 
failed our citizens.

Yours Sincerely 

Gerard Manners

Letters to the Editor
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NatioNal
officers 

of a.c.r.a
CHAIRMAN 

John N. Merrigan

14 Tonlegee Drive, Raheny, 

Dublin 5.

Tel: 01 847 8365

SECRETARY

Malachy Steenson

23 Spencer Street,

North Strand Road,

Dublin 3.

Tel: 086 6024239

COMMUNICATION OFFICER 
Thomas Newton

7 MVG Hillcrest, Lucan, 

Co.Dublin. 

Tel: 01 295 6797

between 7/8pm

HON-TREASURER  
Michael Whelan

Marael, 2 Ribbontail Close, 

Longwood, 

Enfield, Co. Meath.

Tel: 046 9555825

CHAIRMAN OF  

GROUND RENTS 

SUB-COMMITTEE 
Tony O’ Toole

11 Ann Devlin Park, 

Rathfarnham, Dublin 14.

Tel: 01 4943273

Application for
Affiliation to ACRA

Association Name ..................................................................................................................

Honorary Secretary ................................................................................................................

Home Address .......................................................................................................................

Telephone Number .......................................   Work/Office Number ....................................

CERTIFICATE OF ACRA MEMBERSHIP
We, the undersigned, acting on behalf of the above mentioned association, hereby apply 
for an affiliation to ACRA (The National Body for Residents’ Associations).

We hereby certify that the number of the household membership in our 

Association is ..............................................   Date ...........................................................

Annual General Meeting is held in the month of  ...................................................................

Signed ........................................................   Chairperson, Tel No ......................................

Signed ........................................................   Secretary, Tel No ..........................................

Signed ........................................................   Treasurer, Tel No ..........................................

A First Time Affiliation Fee of €63.50 is payable, thereafter an affiliated association will be 
required to submit the equivalent of €1.27 per member household per year. Cheques, Bank Draft 
or Postal Order only, crossed and made payable to ACRA. This form should be fully completed 
and returned to the address below. First time affiliates must enclose a copy of their constitution. 

Send to: Communication Officer, Thomas Newton,7 MVG Hillcrest, Lucan,  
Co. Dublin. Tel No: 086 3127364 

Official use only: Date received .................. accepted ................. logged ................ 

Application for
Affiliation to ACRA

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP

Name ...................................................................................................................................

Home Address ......................................................................................................................

Telephone Number .......................................   Work/Office Number ....................................

CERTIFICATE OF ACRA MEMBERSHIP
I, the undersigned, wish to apply for an affiliation to ACRA (The National Body for Residents’ 
Associations).

Signed .........................................................    Date .........................................................

An annual fee of €15.24 is payable. Cheques, Bank Draft or Postal Order only, crossed and made 
payable to ACRA. This form should be fully completed and returned to the address below. 

Send to: Communication Officer, Thomas Newton,7 MVG Hillcrest, Lucan,  
Co. Dublin. Tel No: 086 3127364

Official use only: Date received ................... accepted ................ logged ................ 

CHAIRMAN 
John N. Merrigan

14 Tonlegee Drive, Raheny, 
Dublin 5.

Tel: 01 847 8365

VICE-CHAIRMAN
Mary Thomas

232 Bunting Road
Dublin 12

Tel: 01 4551769

SECRETARY
Malachy Steenson
23 Spencer Street,

North Strand Road,
Dublin 3.

Tel: 086 6024239

TREASURER
Thomas Newton

7 MVG Hillcrest, Lucan, 
Co.Dublin. 

Tel: 086 3127364 --

CHAIRMAN OF  GROUND 
RENTS SUB-COMMITTEE 

Tony O’ Toole
11 Ann Devlin Park, 
Rathfarnham, Dublin 

14.Tel: 01 4943273
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Crossword

Across

1. Enchanted (10)

8. Repeat rhythmically (5)

9. Circular (5)

10. Debt collectors (4)

12. Like chalk (6)

14. Easy to understand (6)

17. Musical percussion instrument (4)

21. Characterised by rain (5)

22. Enumerate (5)

23. Large flightless bird (3)

24. Compound of hydrogen and 

oxygen (10)

25. Encounter (4)

Down

2. Shrimp (5)

3. Permits (4)

4. Welsh coastal village (5)

5. Customary (5)

6. Father (5)

7. Chilled (4)

11. Plant juice (3)

13. Help (3)

14. Metal fastener (5)

15. Damp (5)

16. A single thickness of something 

(5)

18. Path (5)

19. Hand (4)

20. Worthless people (4)

Solution to last issue’s crossword
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