
A new vision for the European Union.
The problems facing working people in Ireland, 
massive inequality, deprivation and poverty, low 
pay, precarious employment, decimation of the 
already low provision of public services, have to be 
viewed in the context of the neo-liberal assault by 
the capitalist elite on labour across the EU. 
Austerity is not an economic necessity, but apolitical 
weapon chosen by the elite to boost profits by
attacking the wages, working conditions and social 
wage of working people.
The Social Democratic parties have not only aban-
doned social democracy, but have adopted the neo-
liberal agenda. They are in government in over half of 
the EU 27 states and with the exception of Syriza are 
delivering austerity for working people. New, mass, 
radical movements need to be built. 
At this point, the task is to defend the gains of the 
European post war social contract through mass 
struggle on the political, trade union and community level. Out of these struggles it will be possible  at some point 
for these movements to go from the defensive to the offensive in the struggle for a new, socialist Europe 
embracing equality, solidarity and real democracy.
A radical mass movement in Ireland has to link up with similar movements in Europe, such as Syriza in Greece and 
Podemos in Spain. Not withstanding the difficulties facing the Syriza government, completely isolated within the 
existing EU political structures, the objective of an EU debt conference to achieve a write down of sovereign 
debt should be maintained and be a key demand of a radical movement in Ireland.
Hand in hand with that should be a demand for a state led, EU wide, infrastructural investment programme 
to provide social housing, modern subsidised public transport in both urban and rural areas, to deliver 
clean water, to defend the environment, combat climate change, develop the green economy and in the 
process tackle the scandal of mass unemployment.
Dealing with the legacy of austerity.

Austerity has not gone away. 
Governments are now tied to very limited borrowing under the recent fiscal treaty. This poses huge problems 
in dealing with urgent infra-structural issues like social housing and water services. 
There is also a devastating legacy of the cuts in health, education and 
community services. We must outline a programme for the reversal of these 
cuts. 
We should advocate raising, over a period of three to four years, 
employers PRSI to the EU average. This would bring in an extra €8 billion a 
year when fully realised. PRSI contributions would then almost fully cover the 
present yearly budget for the Dept of Social Protection, releasing extra fund-
ing for health, education and community services. Our aim should be for 
single tier public health service, free to all. In education we need to shift 
the 
emphasis to primary and second level to reduce inequality.
The claim by Labour that it has protected core welfare payments is completely 
false. Taking into account the cuts in 2009 and 2010, along with the effect of 
inflation on the freeze since 2011, an increase of €40 a week for a couple and 
€27 for an individual would be needed at today’s prices to return core pay-
ments to the 2009 level. The government expects to have €1.5 billion to play 

For a better, fairer society
Dublin demo in support of Greece.

Joan Collins TD



with in October’s budget, with which they intend to try and buy the general election through tax cuts. We should 
advocate a third of this, €500 million next year, and each year after that, to restore core payments and to 
reverse all other cuts in benefits.

No to water Charges:  Can’t pay-Won’t pay
John Douglas, Leader of the trade union Mandate and President of Ictu, has 
described the anti water charges campaign as the biggest social movement 
in the history of the state.
It is certainly a massive movement. Right2Water have organised the 
biggest demonstrations seen in this country for over 30 years. It has effectively 
stopped the installation of water meters in working class estates around the 
country. It has forced the government into a major retreat. The task now for 
the campaign is to get the charges abolished.
If there is mass non payment it will make Irish Water commercially unviable, 
and people will have the opportunity to voting for candidates who are 
committed to the abolition of the charges in the next general election.
Mass non payment, which is being called for by the Right2Water community 
campaigns, will completely undermine the economic base of Irish Water. 
It will not be able to function as a stand alone commercial company without 
the revenue from charges. The bills people are receiving now will only become 
actual arrears next year, after the general election. 

United Left  have supported and participated in all the activities, demonstrations and so on, organised by 
Right2Water. We have also supported and participated in protests in Dublin South Central by local people to stop 
the installation of water meters. 
Both our public representatives in the area, Joan Collins TD and Councillor Pat Dunne have been arrested for
participating in protests against water metering.
The United Left stands for the abolition of water charges and of Irish Water in its present form.

Wage increases, not tax cuts.
The answer to low pay and poverty while working lies in wage increases, better legal protection for 
workers and trade union organisation. Workers in both the public and private sectors deserve wage increases. We 
should advocate raising the minimum wage by €1 a year to reach the level of a Living wage as advocated by 
trade unions. Zero and low hours contracts should be outlawed. 
Precarious employment and bogus self employment should be strictly regulated. The right to full union
recognition needs to be recognised in law. (This may require constitutional change which is dealt with further 
on)

Tax the greedy, not the needy.
The only tax cuts which should be supported are abolition of the water charges, the LPT and USC for work-
ers on or under the average industrial wage. The cost of abolishing the water charges and the Local Property 
Tax would be covered by the money the government have to play with in the October budget. We don’t have an 
estimate for abolishing the USC for workers on or under the average wage. This measure may have to be 
introduced over a number of years.
There is huge scope for raising extra taxes from wealth and big business. The Local Property Tax should be re-
placed by a wealth tax at 1 or 2%. Corporation Profit Tax could raise an extra €4 billion a year if 12.5% were 
an effective as opposed to a nominal rate. We should support a financial transaction tax. 
In 2007 TASC estimated the value of tax breaks at €7 billion a year. These breaks inordinately benefit the wealthy. A 
reduction in these tax breaks would again raise billions. 

Housing: Beyond the Crisis.
The current crisis in social housing provision is as a direct result of this and previous Governments’ policy of 
effective privatisation of the sector whereby responsibility of housing of those in need of social housing has 
been transferred to private landlords subsidised by the state. 
Given that the private market responds to supply and demand now in a housing under-supply situation 
vulnerable individuals and families are increasingly being made homeless.  Meanwhile the social housing list 
nationally exceeds100,000.  
We propose to revert to the policy whereby the state supplied social housing by direct 
provision.  This requires an immediate plan to provide a minimum of 10,000 units of 
accommodation per year for the next 10 years.  
In the short term increased regulation on the private rented sector should include enhanced security of tenure.



Currently the Residential Tenancy Act of 2004 only 
secures tenancies for a period of four years.  This 
should be increased to a minimum of 10 years 
and most importantly the right of a landlord to 
terminate a tenancy on the basis that the 
property is to be sold should be changed to 
simply give a right to the landlord to sell the 
property with the tenant in situ.   
Disgracefully, local authorities which have massive 
waiting lists cannot raise capital to build social 
housing in their own right.  As local authority loans 
are considered an on balance sheet liability for the 
purpose of borrowing limitations under the fiscal 
rules this policy needs to be immediately changed 
to allow local authorities to build social housing.  
One way of doing this may be to allow local 
authorities to become housing associations.
We also propose that rent caps in the short term 
be introduced.  If this requires an amendment to the 
constitution then that should be put forward to the people.  

This government have consistently put the interests of banks before that of distressed mortgage 
holders. The measures announced recently to end the banks’ veto in insolvency arrangements and to raise the 
valuation cap on the Mortgage to Rent scheme (MTR) are to be welcomed but come way too late for those who 
have lost their homes. The MTR should be made compulsory on all lenders and a moratorium on repossessions 
should be put in place until it is seen how effective the new measures are when they come into being.

Developing a balanced economy.
The reliance on foreign direct investment (FDI) has led to a very 
unbalanced economy. Over 90% of enterprises are small to medium. 
With one or two rare exceptions, Irish capitalism has been unable to 
develop large scale industry . 
It is very difficult to accurately estimate the level of real economic activity 
due to role the multi-national sector plays with contract manufacturing 
and profit shifting to avail of low taxes. In the financial services sector 
huge amounts flow in and out which have nothing to do with actual 
economy.
We need to organise a prosperous indigenous enterprise sector  through 
the creation of new and expansion of existing public enterprises; a new 
framework for local government enterprises and new business models 
based on co-determination between public, private and civil society 
ownership; and a new contract for enterprise support based on 
investment and labour rights. 
The campaigns over our oil and gas reserves, woodlands, clean seas, 
heritage sites, and community life point to another key aspect of our 
indigenous sector -  ‘resource democracy’.  
If the people of Ireland have a right to the natural resources of Ireland then 
those resources must be entrusted to public and transparent control, 
providing the right of people to direct and benefit from sustainable 
developments. 

 Banking-No return to business as usual.
Let us never ever forget the fundamental lesson of the crisis - we cannot rely on private banking based on 
short-term shareholder interests to serve the needs of the productive economy.  
We need a public banking system for households and businesses – one with a mission statement that makes 
the bank partners in people’s living standards and supports the real economy.
AIB should be fully nationalized and democratically run as a public bank.
Joan Collins TD is challenging the constitutionality of the Promissary Note payments which put over €30billion into 
two failed banks.
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Political reform: A constitution 
for the 21st century.
The 1937 Constitution is not fit for purpose. It was 
drawn up at a time of a deeply conservative society 
dominated by the Catholic Church. It emphasizes 
the rights of the Catholic Church, the state and 
private property. 
The fact that we now have at least one and more 
often two referendums to change it every year shows 
there is something wrong.
We need a democratically constituted convention to 
draw up a new constitution to reflect the values of a 
democratic, secular republic in the 21st century.  
A new constitution should be based on the economic, social and cultural rights of citizens. In our view this 
is the best way to deal with issues like the 8th Amendment, legalizing the right to union recognition and 
other important issues.

Local Government. A new beginning.
We need a massive reform of local government to put people power into operation at local level.  One practical 
step would be to introduce “participatory budgeting”, through which a significant 
proportion of each local authority’s spending could be decided by a process involving the people 
living and working in that local area.  
Participatory budgeting has been introduced in many places around the world now, but it is often just tokenistic.  
The example to follow may be Porto Allegre in Brazil.  We know that in Porto Allegre the process has given real 
power to people and in particular the poorest and those who are usually excluded from decision making.  There 
are other places like Seville in Spain that would be worth investigating.  
This would require a real commitment from TDs, councilors and officials. 
It will be critical to give more power to elected Councils and to hugely decrease the power of un-elected officials 
and to set up a proper system for funding local government.  In turn, Councillors will have to give up much power 
to local people – participatory budgeting, local plebiscites and “call back” mechanisms are examples of ways in 
which this can be done.

Neutrality.
The successive position of Irish Governments as it relates to Ireland’s neutrality is untenable.  The state’s sly 
and implicit support for imperialist wars cannot continue.  If neutrality is to mean anything in the context of 
the Irish state we must oppose the use of Shannon Airport by the US military – an estimated 2.7m troops have 
passed through it - and a full independent investigation should be carried out into what those flights were 
used for, including investigating if people were transported on extraordinary rendition flights.  
We must also oppose any calls to engage in any future EU or NATO military operations.  A recent poll 
carried out by PANA showed support for neutrality to be at 73%. However two recent votes in Dáil Éireann 
opposed fully locking in the concept of neutrality on the Irish Statue book.  Any future progressive government 
should support such calls and pass such legislation.     

Join the United Left Alliance 
Text 087 7675691
Contact Joan Collins TD
If you need any assistance you can contact me at my 
constituency office  at 10A Old County Road. Phone 4540085-
4540086. You can also meet me the first Monday of the 
month at the Orchard Community Centre 7 to 8pm.
You can also phone me at Dáil Eireann, 6183215, or email 
joan.collins@oir.ie      joancollinstd/facebook.
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